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hesitatingly repealed the acts of -the lawgiver and intro-
duced new provisions.
It is easy to imagine the alarm, which such freedom of
interpretation must have excited in the c cautious.' They
would declare it destructive of the authority of the Scrip-
tures. Were not the Scriptures given, they would say, to
save man from his own reason ? Does not their priceless
value consist in this, that for all conceivable circumstances
they furnish a rule which simple men may follow with
simple obedience ? But if these divine- rules can in any
case become obsolete, if human affairs can change so far
that the Scriptures can cease to be a guide to our feet, if
the words of the Eternal can be subject to the accidents of
time and mutability, what further use can there be in, the
Scriptures, and how henceforth shall our steps be guided ?
It was the inspiration, the law-making power, that gave
Christ and his disciples courage to shake themselves free
from the fetters even of a divine law. Their position was
a new and delicate one, and nothing but such an inspiration
could have enabled them to maintain it. To pronounce
the old law entirely true or entirely false would have been
easy, but to consider it as true and divine yet no longer
true for them, no longer their axithoritative guide, must
have seemed, and must seem even to us, at first sight
unnatural and paradoxical. It may be illustrated, how-
ever, by what everyone has observed to happen in the
process of learning any art. For the beginner rigid
rules are prescribed, which it will be well for him for a
time to follow punctiliously and blindly. He may be-
lieve that under these rules a principle is concealed, that
a reason could be given why they should be followed,
but it is well for a time that the principle should remain

